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From: Dave Haan[SMTP:dave@l-s.com] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@akotaconnect corn 
cc: Frederick, Scott 
Subject: Storm Coverage 

Wednesday, June 03,1998 254  PM 

To the entire staff of KELO-Land News, congratulations. Your coverage of 
the Spencer tomado. especially on Saturday and Sunday, was exemplary. 
Watching Live Doppler 2000 as the storm rolled into Sioux Falls was both 
informative and comforting. Steve. your work from the set Saturday night 
proded a much appreciated sense of calm and eperience. Vernon, your 
story Sunday stirred emotions while buming images into our memories. 
Good job to everyone who's name isn't mentioned on air. Wthout you we 
never would have seen or heard those incredible stones. 
Once again KELO's depth of staff and ability eclipsed anyone who claims 
to be your cornpetition. 

Dave Haan 
Lawrence 8 Schiller 

dave@l-s.com 
605-338-8000 
http:lhYww.l-s.com 

__ 
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From: Harlan & Carol(SMTP:harphinn@hdc.net] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@dakotaconnect.com 
Subject: THANK YOU 

Saturday. May 30,1998 1021 PM 

Just a quick note to say Thanks for the coverage you are giving the public 
on the current storm. A time like thk is when we really realize the 
importance of GREAT 
Media coverage. As we have a son with a TV station in Green Bay W. we know 
somewhat is inwlved in this type of coverage. The team work really shows 
up now. 
Again Thank You r s  no wonder you’re No. 1. 
Harlan and Carol Phinney Mlchell SD 

mailto:kelo@dakotaconnect.com
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From: nOup[SMTP:noup~dtgnet.com] 
Sent: Saturday, May 30,1998 1156 PM 
To: kelo@dakolaconnecl.com 
Subject: Spencer Storm 

, .  

Can you let us know on the air what the town family's will need so we as a 
state can respond such as water.food.clothing. 
Thank you for the great job of keeping us informed of the weather and in 
turn keeping us safe .God's speed and blessing's. 
The great part of this state is these people will get all the help and 
prayers they will need just let us know,thank you I am Ray Campbeel proud 
to be a South Dakotan. 

mailto:kelo@dakolaconnecl.com
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NEWS 

From: PGCDE@aol.corn[SMTP:PCD~@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, May31.1998 1035 PM 
To: kelot@dakotaconned.com 
Subject: Good Job!l 

Just wanted to let you kn ow.... l thought you did a WONDERFUL job of reporting 
lhe news last night. Both lhe storm news and the news from spenCf?rwere well 
reported. Thanks for being lhere. 

mailto:kelot@dakotaconned.com
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NEWS 

From: wrl nesbflSMTP:cnesbtt@dakola.nel] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@dakolaconned.com 
Subject: Sorm Coverage 

- 
Sunday, May 31,1998 7130 PM 

Hi former m-workers! I just wanted lo drop you a note lo say what a wonderful job you dd with all the storm 
coverage- especially last night (Saturday). intempling the CMN telethon lo g k  us (he lalest breaking new. 
and slaying w%h il unlil tale in lhe evening. I lalked lo many people who le11 me they. too, we mglued” to their Ns 
watching your coverage. You established yourself as leadek no1 even laking breaks for commercials. We 
appreciale all your hard work and team efforl. I couidnt be prouder lo say that lworked with such a greal news 
team! Congralulalions and keep up the good work! Carol Nesbtt 

1 

mailto:kelo@dakolaconned.com


209 4th Ave. 
Brandon, SD 57005 
Jun'e 8 ,  1998 

KELO-TV Newsroom: 

Thank you all for the tremendous job you have done reporting the Spencer tragedy. 
You did it promptly, factually and most importantly, compassionately. You should feel 
much satisfaction for a job well done. 

It was even good seeing old Dave! That fund raiser was great, even though I did 
spend half the time in tears for those poor people. By the way, I sent our check directly 
to Pierre; hope that is OK. Bless you all. 

The Doppler 2000 finally fulfilled all the hype; it was awesome to see those weather 
patterns move so quickly. And thank God for Eileen and her calm, accurate, 
knowledgeable presence during that awful evening. I think we should see more of 
her; she is good! 

You guys are tops; thanks for all you do 

Sincerely. 

Ramona Watson 
q--ducJz+J 
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May 15. 1998 

To KELO-TV Weather forecasting personnel. 

Thank you for your  extensive coverage of the weather 
situation throughout the state during the evening of 
Thursday, May 14th. Doppler 2000 showed a fascinating and. 
yet. frightening storm path. 

We especially appreciated the fact that you covered south 
central South Dakota so well. We, very often, feel lost in 
the middle of the two "big cities" of Rapid City and Sioux 
Falls when it comes to news coverage. We have only one 
suggestion, there was sometimes confusion during the crawl: 
we were not always sure whether you were specifying one town 
or an entire county. For example, we saw the weather 
warning for Gregory, SD. We assumed that meant the town of 
Gregory, later we saw that it  was specified Gregory county. 
SD. We do realize that the window of time is limited to get 
these warnings on the air but. when feasible, it would be 
helpful if county would be included when that fits the 
situation. 

We have always considered KELO-TV the quality provider of 
news for the state and you certainly lived up to that image, 
once again. Please continue the good work.  You may well 
save many lives during this storm season. 

RR3 box 21 
Colome, SD 57526 

phone-605-842-1927 
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Letcher, SO. Dak. 57359 
June 7, 1998 

KELO TV 
Sioux Falls, SD 

We wish to thank 8 commend you for your fine 8 continuing 
coverage of the Spencer disaster. The weather watches 8 
warnings were great 8 we are grateful to know we can count 
on your people to bring us such current information. 

Although we were not hit here, some was not far away 8 we 
were ready to take cover, had it been necessary. 

We enjoy watching KELO 8 must say you have a fine staff of 
Anchors, newspeople, weather, etd. Always watch the morning 
show 8 now the new Jfter 9 is good, too. We're not big 
into sports,but those people are good, as well! 

The telethon was exellent 8 we watched every bit. Your staff 
really outdid themselves 8 worked very hard to help so 
many 8 bring much needed help to those in need. 

Keep up the good work! 
u . 3 a  

Mandus 8 Norma Fristad 
39310 239th St. 
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From: jknebel[SMTP:jknebel~sullybu~es.net] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@dakotaconnect.com 
Subject: coverage of SpencerSD storm 

Sunday, May 31,1998 10:52 AM 

....... 

AlTOOW3.htm 

Dear KELO TV: 

I wish to congratulate you on your hard efforts to keep the people in the 
Spencer area safe. You did well. if you wouldn't have had LIVE DOPPLER 
2000 more than 5 could have been killed, and way more than 152 injured. I 
congratulate you on your hard work. Thanks for saving the 295 others, 
Shawn, Jay, Scott, and last but definitely not least,Eileen. Good job you 
four! Where I live there was no fain, but My Aunt 8 Uncle live by the 
fairgrounds in Sioux Falls and were glad you guys knew of danger. They were 
in a Fallout shelter. 

also like to thank Kristy. Melody, Don. and Angela for staying late to 
cover this cotastrophy. 

Again, Thankyou for your continuing efforts on storm coverage. I would 

Basil Knebel 
Eden, SD 
Email: edentimes@usa.net 

mailto:kelo@dakotaconnect.com
mailto:edentimes@usa.net
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--- From: Brett Kreykes[SMFP:bkreyke~~nned.comj 
Sent: 
To: kelo@dakotaconned.com 
Subject: Spencer Fundraiser 

Thursday, June 04,1998 4:15 PM 

ATTOOUa.hbm 

. Dear S i .  
Pm writing for Mark. I‘m one of several staff members that care for hm. He is an individual that k mentally 

and physically challenged. One of his favorile pass 2mes k watchiig the weather. We rarely have to watch the 
weather because he does it for us. :) Naturally. he saw a lot of coverage on Spencer and especially your 
coverage last night in attempt lo  raise funds. He grew very concerned and fen bad that Spencer ddn’t have a 
fire station anymore. He told me that he wanted to g k  money ($25). too so they could haw a fire station again. 
Lke many we couldn’t get through last evening. hence the e-mag. Look for his $25 m the mal! :) 

>From your Sheldon Iowa Vewer. 
Sheila Kreykes 
For Mark Foreman 

Page 1 
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From: Tom Koste~SMTP:tkoster~sptr~-la ke.kl Z.ia.us] 
Monday, June 01,1998 507 PM Sent: 

To: kelotb@dakotaconnect.com 
Subject: Great Job! 

, -  
I 

Dear KELO TV. 
I just wanted to sat what a great job of storm warning and reporting you 
dd  this past weekend. Keep it up!!! When there is server weather we 
always tum to KELO or check out the radar on you web page. 1 

I 

I 

I 

mailto:kelotb@dakotaconnect.com


NEWS 

From: Ek~b[SMFP~urusl@ddakola.nel] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@dakolaconned.com 
Subject: Lm Doppler 2000 

, .  

Salurday. May 30.1 BB8 11 :25 PM 

After lonights seere weather. I haw come to really appredale your 
s e h .  The key element is LIVE Other stations proade radar 
updates. but are oflen not wment When severe weather is approxhi i .  
I will definately be walchhg KELO-W. 

Also. when Irn a1 work and cannot rnonkor leelevision. I like the KEI.0 FM 
and AM live weather updates. 

Thanks 

mailto:kelo@dakolaconned.com


NEWS 

From: Shellie Thelen[SMTP:sdlhelen@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, June 01,1998 1:15AM 
To: kelot@dakotaconnect.com 
Subject: Weather coverage 

Dear KELO-PJ - WOW!ll1 was earemely'mpres@ wi%h your storm 
coverage this past weekend. Afler being a KSW n e w  watcher all my 
life, I now will be watching KELO-TV. The Doppler radar is wonderful. 

I have family in Parker and I was grateful to be able to keep such a 
good watch on this storm via your broadcast. Keep up the great work! 

Shellie Thelen 
sdthelen@yahoo.com 

mailto:kelot@dakotaconnect.com
mailto:sdthelen@yahoo.com


NEWS 

From: Arlen B Beth Gorden~SMTP:abcurt'~~info.st~rpoinf.net] 
Sent: Sunday, May31.1998 9:04 PM 
To: kelotb@dakotaconnect.com; weather@dakotaconned.com 
Subject: Congrats on a job well done 

To All it may concern, 

HaLs off to the weather and news departments on your outstanding job covering the severe weather Sat. night 
May 30th. We were in a town where we could get both of your competing stations. Normally, we onlyget KELO 
and KSFY. There was no comparison what so ever. You outshined your competition by leaps and bounds. R is 
SO nice to know that you are a station that takes the weather and news so seriously and then proceed lo  cover the 
aftermath of the storms. You have gone above and beyond the call of duty for a Nstation, and you really took 
the severity of the situation to heart. We are glad to know that we can count KELO for award-winning weather 
and news coverage. 

Thanks again for your excellent coverage 

Arlen and Beth Gorden 
Marshall, MN 

mailto:weather@dakotaconned.com
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From: David Gislason[SMTP:patch-ho@info.starpoint.net] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@dakotaconnect.com 
Subject: Weather Coverage 

Sunday, May 31.1998 2:45 PM 

I just had to compliment you on your emlien! weather coverage. Your 
coverage was vastly superior to the coverage on KSW. It's particularly 
important to me. as Southwest Minnesota seems to be no-man's-land for 
wealher coverage. Your Doppler radar system and the time you dewte are 
lo be commended. I appreciate your willingness to pre-empt other 
programming for severe weather coverage. By staying on the air, you 
give people living in the palh of the oncoming storm ample time to seek 
shelter. A blinking county outline in the comer of the screen in no 
way g k s  an adequate picture of what is unfolding. Again, hats off to 
you on your sublime weather coverage. I hope that you will continue 
with your policy. Thank you. 

J 

mailto:kelo@dakotaconnect.com


Tammy Canaan[SMTP:tammer@iictel.wm] 
Sunday, May 31,1998 224  PM 
kelo@?dakotaconnect.com 

Sent: 
To: 

f 
1 Subject: storm coverage 

-7 To Jay Trobec and Eileen Loan, 

I just want to take a moment to tell you how much we appreciated your 
comprehensive coverage of the storms last night. Your use of the Doppler 
radar and the pointing out of the different cells and "hooks" was very 
interesting and informative. Is there any sort of address in which we 
could send some money to the victims of SpenceR We were fortunate that we 
just had the high winds and light hail. Thanks again for the great 
coverage. 

Sincerely, 
? 

mailto:kelo@?dakotaconnect.com
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From: Toby W e l l e n s t e i n [ S M T P ~ y t ~ ~ n e t . a H . n e t l  
Sent: 

Subject: 

Wednesday, June 03. I998 7:58 PM 
kelotb@dakolaconned.com 
Grea! Job 

My wife and I have been watchii  KELO-N since I signed on the air in 
1953 and we will be watching 1 unU the day we de. 

You people have done a great job all these years, bul you outdid 
yourselves this past weekend wah the cowrage of the Spencer tornado. 
You are to be commended for your amplet coverage. Stam with 
trackii  the storm and all the warnings to the complete cowrage over 
the past few days. And the telethon that is going on righl now is 
unbelieveable. 

Your entire staff should be complemented for doing a fantastic job. Keep 
up the great work. You have outdone all the other stations put together. 

I 
1 

I 

Toby and Maddie Wellenstein 
4919 S. Lewis A* 
SouxFalls, SD 

I 

mailto:kelotb@dakolaconned.com
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From: Sandra Mielke[SMTPsanjirnrn@hdc.net] , 
Sent: Sunday, May31.1998 11% PM 
To: kelo@dakotaconnect.corn 
Subject: SPECIAL ON SPENCER 

G o d  Morning! 

First let me say that I was glued lo  your coverage of the tragedy in 
Spencer on Salurday night. I was caplivaled by your 1 hour special on 
Sunday aflernoon but rnked some of it. Are you going to re-play it agam 
by any chance? I would like to set the VCR to record il. My molher is 
very interested in seeing il in North Dakota as they see very r i le SD 
coverage. Also I haw a brother-in-law that is a science teacher and his 
class spends q u k  abil of lime covering tornadic adbily, he would also 
like me to tape il if possible. 

Thanks, I just hope if you do re-play it. or another special. that I know 
abu t  il in advance. 

Let me also say that as far as I am concerned, KELO is the only TV news lo 
watch. H is my favorite and I enjoy you all. 

Thanks. 

Sandie 
sanjirnm@hdc.nel 
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Fro": M8~n1646@aol.comlsMTPMai~1646@aol.coml 
senc: Monday. June 08. 1998 7:17 PM 
To: kelo@dakoracoMecl.com 
Subject: A Thank You lrom my Hean 

I just want to thank everyone that has been involved in bringing the news 
repork and programs about the tomado lo  us while we were in South Dakota. My 
mother was killed in this slorm and it has been a very hard week. We are home 
now and trying to bring things back to some son of order. I appreciate your 
news team for not going after Ihe sensationalism of the pain and suffering of 
othen. To me it appeared as if these people really cared. There is so many 
out there jusl looking for ratings or a profit off of olhen pain. Once again 
thank you for all you have done from reporting to the telethon you had on 
Wednesday night. I followed everything from the time I arrived until we left. 
Keep up the good work and May God Bless You in All That You Do. 

Much, 

Binlliff 

Thank You So Very 

Marlan 

P.S. As soon as I get things organized I will be ordering one of the videos 
that you have put together to benefit the storm vidims. I guess I can? thank 
you enough, but thank you again. 

mailto:kelo@dakoracoMecl.com


From: Ron or Pam German[SMTP:german@splitrocktel.net] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@dakotaconned.com 
Subject: 

Tuesday, June 02.1998 4:28 PEA 

Thank you to all rescuers 

1 
1 .. . 

AT- htm 

I, Pam German. on behalf of the resaents of Spencer, SD. would like to thank all the rescue crews who came 
from all over to help bring people lo safety the night our town was hit by the tornado. There haw been so many 
interviews with so many people and I haven’t seen any of the interGews from anyone. indudng mpelf. say 
Thank you for all of their help and support. You don’t know what it mean1 to me lo see so many people gel lo 
this small communty in such a big hurry. I hope some day I can repay all of Ihe people lha l  came to help each 
and emwne us out. Again, THANKS TO ALL OF YOU!!! 

I 
I would like for you to air this on one of your n e w  broadcasts, if you could. Thank you. also. 

Pam German I - 

mailto:kelo@dakotaconned.com


From: Wayne Menning[SMTP.wmenning@mijco.net] 
Sent: 
To: kelo@flakotaconned.com 
Subject: tornado coverage 

Sunday, M a y  31,1998 1058 PM 1 
1 , .  

Your entire staff is to commended for the outstanding job of the tornado 
coverage. Vdeo was awesome. Not of prayen are going out to you at 
E L 0  and Spencer, SD. God Bless Carol Menning in Michell 
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From: JUDITH PRIEBE, SEC[SMTP:pfiebedd@easnel.nel] 
Sent: Wednesday, June 03,1998 9:52 AM 
To: 'kelol@dakotaconned.com' 
Subject: weather 

, -  

This mommg Pukwana awoke to a half inch of mositure. gardens and lawns and vehicles are cowred with ice 
and slush. Almost all of Ihe gardens and flower beds are destroyed. Bul this is nothing compared lo the that 
seen at Spencer. tomaloes and flowers can be replaced. 

Priebe's 


